Covenant of Separation

This covenant of separation will guide the future relationship between the Rev. _____________ __________________________and _______________________________________ Church of ______________________________.  It is designed to strengthen the process of separation from any further pastoral responsibilities beginning on _______________________.  It is important that members and friends of ______________________________________ Church understand and accept the terms of this covenant in order that relationships with new staff develop in positive ways.  The covenant is mutually agreed upon by Rev. ___________________________ and the consistory.

1. As of _____________________ the Rev. _____________________________will relinquish all pastoral and administrative duties as senior pastor and will no longer function as a part of the pastoral team of _____________________________Church. 

2. The Rev. ________________________ is determined to be supportive of the future pastoral and lay leadership of __________________________ Church.  The Rev. ______________ ______________________ will not receive negative comments or participate in any conver​sation or activity which might undermine any program or person. 

3. Any future contacts which may occur between the Rev. _____________________________ and the congregation will be as friends and not in a pastor - parishioner relationship.  The Rev. _______________________________ will not participate in weddings, funerals, or baptisms, nor engage in any hospital or pastoral visitation, unless requested through the consistory or executive committee, so that the new pastoral relationship may develop. 

This covenant is offered to the people of _________________________________Church for the sole purpose of strengthening the mission and ministry in the future. It grows out of deep grati​tude for the special relationship that develops between pastor and people. 

______________________________________
Date: ____________________________

Signature - Vice President of Consistory



______________________________________

Signature - Pastor 

